Call for Nominations for the 

2007 Canadian Excellence in Environmental Education Awards

Nominate an Outstanding Environmental Educator in Your Community!

EECOM, the Canadian Network for Environmental Education and Communication, is pleased to announce its sixth annual program of awards for excellence in environmental education. Any individual or organization, regardless of whether they are a member of EECOM, can nominate an outstanding Canadian individual and/or institution for an award. Nominations will be accepted in either English or French and all nominations will be evaluated by those fluent in both languages. 

Awards will be presented at EECOM’s national conference, Trails to Sustainability, held at the Delta Lodge, Kananaskis, Alberta, May 24 to 27, 2007. 

Give a deserving colleague a great Christmas gift – nominate them for an award!

Below you will find descriptions of the awards categories and a nomination form.

*** Please note that we are again using an email-only nomination process. This reduces the environmental cost of the awards process, and equalizes the competition by standardizing the format of submissions. 

To make it even easier, a nomination template form is attached, or can be found on EECOM’s web site, at www.eecom.org.

** Deadline for submissions: Monday March 12, 2007.**

All nominations should be sent directly to:

Sue Staniforth, EECOM Awards Coordinator,

North Saanich, BC

Email address: sstan@shaw.ca
Specific questions regarding the awards program should be addressed to 

Grant Gardner, Chair (EECOM) 

Phone: 709-737-8155   Email: ggardner@mun.ca 

or Sue Staniforth

Phone: 250-655-6300, Email: sstan@shaw.ca 

Nomination Form
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1. Name of person or organization nominated (as you would like to see it on the award).
2. Title of nominee:
3. Award Category

4. Accomplishments of nominee: 
a) Audience and Scope
b) Needs Served
c) Outcomes/ Impacts
d) Mentoring
e) Sustainability/Years of service
f) Partnership/Affiliations
5. Why do you believe these accomplishments represent an outstanding contribution to EE?
6. Your name, mailing address, phone number, fax number, and e-mail address.
Please submit all nominations and attachments electronically before March 12, 2007 to:   
Sue Staniforth,    EECOM Awards Coordinator

Email address: sstan@shaw.ca
IMPORTANT!  PLEASE NOTE: Nomination should be no more that two (2) pages. You may submit up to two (2) supporting documents (electronically) but these must be limited to five (5) pages in total. 

Many Thanks for supporting environmental education!
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Categories and Criteria - 2007

Outstanding K-12 Teacher 

Outstanding K-12 School or School District 

Any teacher, or school and/or school district that has gone above and beyond the call of duty by developing and implementing innovative environmental education programs; fostering a greater understanding of ecological principles or environmental issues; fostering of environmental ethics; developing skills; implementing environmental action projects, etc. Submissions with curriculum relevance and involving some volunteer time by the students and/or teacher(s) will be given special consideration.

Outstanding Post-Secondary Individual or Institution 

Any post-secondary educational institution, department or program, and/or an individual working for an institution, who has demonstrated excellence in developing and implementing innovative environmental education programs; fostering a greater understanding of ecological principles or environmental issues; fostering of environmental ethics; developing skills; implementing environmental action projects, or reducing the human use of energy or resources. The work may involve a specific course, project or an on-going commitment to environmental education. 

Outstanding Private Company 

This award is to recognize a business enterprise which has made a major contribution to furthering environmental education and environmental quality at the global, national, provincial, or community level, or within the workplace. Note any measures being taken by the company to make its operations more "environmentally friendly." 

Outstanding Governmental Individual or Agency (i.e. municipal, provincial, first nation, etc.) 

Any agency and/or individual that has significantly contributed to an environmental education project, demonstrated an increase in public awareness about the environment, and/or acted as a catalyst to foster environmental education initiatives. Project scope could range from in-house to national or international.  The project should have concrete results in terms of engagement of the target audience and/or contributions to knowledge/research in EE. 

Outstanding Non-Profit Individual

Outstanding Non-Profit Organization 

A non-profit organization or individual associated with such an organization that has made a significant contribution to EE in one or more of the following: 

· Visible contributions in EE (research, innovations, curricula, legislation, etc.). 

· Outstanding environmental action, contribution or stance with respect to EE. 

· Excellence in reporting environmental issues for the purpose of public education.

Outstanding EE Membership Organization 

This award is to recognize the importance, vitality and accomplishments of environmental education (EE) organizations across Canada.  EE membership organizations should meet one or more of the following criteria: 

· Consistent and on-going services to enhance EE, such as conferences, newsletters, etc. 

· Completion and implementation of strategic long range plans for the organization, 

· Development of new initiatives that have enhanced the quality and availability of local EE programs, 

· Establishment of partnerships with other provincial / territorial or regional organizations to promote and enhance EE capacity and/or program delivery. 

Outstanding Contribution to EECOM   

This award is to recognize a person who over an extended period of time, has made an outstanding contribution to EECOM by, for example,  

· Serving for several years on the Steering Committee. 

· Serving on conference committees. 

· Making significant contributions to COM'ERE/EECOM News. 

· Conducting workshops on behalf of EECOM. 

· Serving on international, national or regional committees on behalf of EECOM. 

Excellence in International Environmental Education
For a third year, EECOM invites nominations for a special category, 'Excellence in International Environmental Education', to be awarded to a Canadian environmental educator or non-profit organization doing exemplary work in an international setting'. 

This is in part to celebrate the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (2005 –2014) by highlighting the important links between environmental and global education and international cooperation. Criteria can include contributions to EE (such as research, innovations, curricula, legislation, etc.), outstanding environmental action, and/or excellence in reporting environmental issues for public education.

Note: The number of EECOM awards conferred may vary from year to year, based on the recommendations of the judges in each category. 
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SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

· Letters of nomination should be no longer than two (2) pages maximum.

· Electronic supplementary materials only please.

No supplementary materials (e.g. CD-ROM's, videotapes, copies of published materials) will be accepted, in accordance with the electronic nomination process. Instead, nominators are encouraged to email supporting photos, articles, or include internet links to material available on the web. Photos should be a minimum of 300 dpi (for publication quality), and any attachments should be limited to a maximum of two (2) for a total of five (5) pages. 

Award Criteria
The following criteria are provided as a guide to help highlight major achievements:
Audience and Scope
Note the various audiences being served by the activities / contributions of the nominee, the numbers reached, and their scope (global, national, provincial and/or community level; formal or informal, etc).

Needs Served 
Identify the specific educational and environmental needs being served and the goals and objectives of the resulting projects, programs or contributions. 
Outcomes/Impacts   
List the major outcomes from the projects, programs or contributions, and the evaluation process used to assess impact and improve the initiative.
Mentoring
Please indicate any mentoring role of the nominee through support, leadership, role modeling, or acting as a catalyst for positive change/action.
Sustainability/Years of service
Please state the length of time a project or program has operated, or an individual has served for, and any strategies to overcome time, continuity and money-related challenges.

Partnership/Affiliations
Indicate any partnerships that play a significant role in enriching the scope, reach and content of the nominee's EE projects, programs or contributions. 
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