

Activist Agenda April 2005


Vote for Earth's General Store on the Best of Edmonton

@ www.seemagazine.com 

They don’t seem to have a category that we can easily fit into so please consider us for “Most Effective Activist, Best independent bookstore, Best shoe store, and/or Best magazine” 

Summary

Index:
APRIL - CLIMATE CHANGE MONTH: April 6th @ 12 Noon - 12:50 pm; April 13th, April 20th, and April 27th – screening, discussion using the documentary "The Great Warming" as a basis.

April 6th, Wednesday @ 7:30 – 9:00pm: Presentation and slide show “Trekking the Annapurna Circuit”

April 6th, Wednesday @ 7:00 – 8:30pm: Workshop –Composting with Worms

April 6th, Wednesday @ 5:30 - 7:00 pm: Talk and slide show featuring Herb Barbolet

April 6th, Wednesday @ 7:00 pm: Presentation “Is Our Food Safe?”

April 7th, Thursday @ 3:00 – 5:00 pm: Community Building Workshop
April 8th  – 10th: Men’s workshop.

April 8th, Friday @ 6:00 – 8:00: Grand Opening Pride Centre of Edmonton

April 8th, Friday: Potluck and meeting - The Woodsworth-Irvine Society
April 8th, Friday @ 6:30 – 8:30 pm: Travel Tips for First Time Travellers
April 9th, Saturday @ 3:15 pm:  2nd BIODIESEL MEETING IN EDMONTON. 

April 9th, Saturday @ 11:00 am: Peaceful Presence at upcoming Anti Same Sex Marriage Rallies
April 9th, Saturday @ 5:00 am: 2nd Willmore Wilderness Annual Fundraiser
April 10th, Sunday @ 5:30 pm:  Vegetarians of Alberta Monthly Potluck
April 13th, Wednesday @ 7:00 – 9:00: Backyard Composting & Composting Workshop
April 13th, Wednesday @ 7:00 – 9:00: Backyard Composting & Composting Workshop

April 13th, Wednesday @ 7:00 – 9:00: One-Tonne Challenge Climate Change Speaker Series
April 19th to May 7th: Invitation to enrol in 2005 Master Composter/Recycler Volunteer Course
April 20th, Wednesday @ 6:30pm: NOTE – DATE CHANGE Morgan Spurlock Super Size Me – Revolutionary Speakers Series

April 20th, Wednesday @ 7:00 – 9:00: Backyard Composting & Composting Workshop.

April 20th, Wednesday @ 6:30pm (doors): The latest presenter of the Revolutionary Speakers Series
April 22nd Earth Day:

April 22nd, Friday - Presentation by Doctor Jim Byrne including clips from his video, Earth Under Fire
April 23rd, Saturday @ 10:00am – 1:00 pm: Good Growing Edmonton Community Fair

April 24th, Sunday @ 12:00 – 6:00pm: Edmonton’s 16th Annual Earth Day Festival

April 27th, Wednesday @ 7:00 – 9:00: Backyard Composting & Composting Workshop

April 30th, Saturday - May 1st, Sunday: Friends of Medicare presents Weighing the Evidence:  International Experience with Health Care Reform conference

Actions:
· Canadian Seafood Boycott - www.BoycottCanadianSeafood.net
· No Sweat Sneakers and Blackspot Sneakers 

· Beyond Factory Farming Coalition - www.beyondfactoryfarming.org
· Island Spirit Rising - www.spruceroots.org and www.ran.org
· Take ACTION to Conserve Nature - http://www.davidsuzuki.org/WOL/Challenge/
· Pick a Passion Day

· Fair Vote Canada - www.fairvote.ca
· Doctor Henry Morgentaler

Employment:

· The Edmonton Community Foundation - www.ecfoundation.org
· Alberta Public Interest Research Group - http://www.apirg.org/ 

· Mountain Equipment Co-op - www.mec.ca/edmonton
Information:

· Fundraising – free listings with the Edmonton Jounral
· Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MA) Synthesis Report  - http://www.millenniumassessment.org/en/Products.Synthesis.aspx 

· An Article on Bottled Water

NEW! - No Sweat Sneakers and Blackspot Sneakers now at Earth's General Store

April 6th, Wednesday @ 7:30 – 9:00pm: Presentation and slide show “Trekking the Annapurna Circuit” by Neil Haggard.

Location: Robertson-Wesley Church, 10209 – 123rd Street. (Note location update).

Cost: Free (donations accepted for International Porter Protection Group-IPPG). Door Prizes

Contact: Barbara @ 479-6406
April 6th, Wednesday @ 7:00 – 8:30pm: Workshop –Composting with Worms. Learn just how easy it is to turn your kitchen scraps into compost with the help of these invertebrates. 

Location: John Janzen Backyard Composting Education Centre (west of Quesnel bridge and Fox drive – right beside Fort Edmonton) 

Cost: Free but you have an opportunity to purchase a composter for $30 and/or a composter aerator for $10.00 (this offer is only for participants that are residents of Edmonton)

Contact: 496-2925
April 6th, Wednesday @ 5:30 - 7:00 pm: Talk and slide show featuring Herb Barbolet, co-founder of Vancouver’s Farm Folk City Folk Society. This is a lecture for people interested in producing, selling and eating local foods that are grown using farming practices that contribute to the health of the planet. Herb is a prominent leader in the sustainable food movement in Canada.  From the local to the global scale, Herb works actively in the areas of food policy and food democracy, linking food to health and safety, environment, social justice, community economic development and international development. He is also a member of the Labour Environmental Alliance Society, revitalizing jobs and the environment through social justice. He is also a monthly participant on CBC Almanac's Food Panel.
Location: Library Theatre, Stanley A. Milner, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Square

Cost: FREE (Donations greatly appreciated)
Contact: 435-2402, 456-9523 or 490-0905

Website: www.efones.ca, www.v4a.org, or http://www.planet.eon.net/~voa/
(For more information on CFOs: www.hogwatchmanitoba.org or www.factoryfarming.org)

April 6th, Wednesday @ 7:00 pm: Presentation “Is Our Food Safe?” Are you concerned about: Mad Cow Disease (BSE), Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD), E-Coli  (Hamburger Disease), Confined Feeding Operations  (CFOs – “Factory Farms”), and  How is our food being produced? Then come listen to Dr. Lester Friedlander, an expert in industrial agriculture, who has been commissioned by the parliament of Canada to address the issue of CFOs (Confined Feeding Operations). Dr. Friedlander was a USDA veterinarian from 1985 – 1995 and formerly USDA chief government inspector at the largest hamburger plant in the USA (Pennsylvania).  He was fired for speaking out under the Federal Whistle Blower Legislation.  There will also be a presentation by Tove Reece, Director of Voice for Animals Society, focusing on the issue of the inhumane treatment of animals in Confined Feeding Operations. This event is sponsored by the Edmonton Friends of the North Environmental Society, Voice for Animals Society and the Vegetarians of Alberta.

Location: Library Theatre, Stanley A. Milner, 7 Sir Winston Churchill Square

Cost: FREE (Donations greatly appreciated)
Contact: 435-2402, 456-9523 or 490-0905

Website: www.efones.ca, www.v4a.org, or http://www.planet.eon.net/~voa/
(For more information on CFOs: www.hogwatchmanitoba.org or www.factoryfarming.org)

APRIL - CLIMATE CHANGE MONTH
April is Grand Rounds' Climate Change Month.  We will use "The Great Warming" - a 2004 three-part documentary that explores the underlying science and evidence of climate change. Filmed in eight countries on four continents, the series is narrated by Alanis Morissette and Keanu Reeves. Illustrated is the research
base, highlighting the vital importance of moving towards more climate-conscious behaviour and business practices. Dr Colin Soskolne will coordinate the series produced by Swiss Re, one of the world's leading
reinsurers and the world's largest life and health reinsurer.  The implications of climate change for human health and well-being in all regions of the world are profound; anyone in public health will find this connection most engaging and challenging!

Wednesday, April 6th @ 12 Noon - 12:50 PM Rm 2-117 CSB
  Episode 1 - "The Human Fingerprint"

Wednesday, April 13th @ 12 Noon - 12:50 PM Rm 2-117 CSB
  Episode 2 - "Age of Uncertainty"

Wednesday, April 20th @ 12 Noon - 12:50 PM Rm 2-117 CSB
  Episode 3 -  "Our Children's Planet"

Wednesday, April 27th @ 12 Noon - 12:50 PM Rm 2-117 CSB
  "Panel Discussion on the Great Warming, led by Dr Colin Soskolne"
  Panellists include: Dr Joseph A Doucet and Dr Karen McDonald

This event is an Accredited Group Learning Activity as defined by the Maintenance of Certification Program of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada.

Staff, students and interested individuals are invited to attend. For more information on the series please contact Leanne Baudistel at 492-6408 or email: leanne.baudistel@ualberta.ca for more details.

FYI – this documentary will be aired on the Discovery Channel on April 22nd, 2005. Earth's General Store is in the process of obtaining a copy of this documentary so that it is available to a wider audience.

April 7th, Thursday @ 3:00 – 5:00 pm: Community Building Workshop with Herb Barbolet: Topics include: local networking & food activism with a specific focus on goals, strategy, and planning.
Location: Humanities Building, room HC 2-41 University of Alberta.

Cost: FREE

Contact: lise@apirg.org or phone 492-0614 to register for this workshop

April 8th, Friday @ 6:30 – 8:30 pm: Travel Tips for First Time Travellers (and Parents of First Time Travellers). Join MEC staff member and experienced traveller, Wanda, for some travel tips and hints.  

Location: Mountain Equipment Co-op, 12328-102nd Avenue

Cost: FREE – advanced reservations are required

Contact: Member Service Desk in person or by calling 488-6614

April 8th  – 10th: Men’s workshop. The City of Edmonton has developed a weekend course for men to help them deal with marital separation, divorce, parenting arrangements, relationships, intimacy, communication, etcetera.  This is a practical workshop.

Location: #110, 6203 – 28th Avenue. 

Cost: $40.00 – includes lunches and beverages. 

Contact: Dean - 944-5542 / Tony - 944-5543
April 8th, Friday @ 6:00 – 8:00 pm: Grand Opening Pride Centre of Edmonton. Come and visit the new street-level facility. Ample space for meetings, gatherings and programmes. Open House begins at 6:00 pm Official Ceremony: 7:30 – 8:00 pm.

Location: 10010 – 109 Street
Cost: FREE – refreshments being served

Website:  www.pridecentreofedmonton.org
April 8th, Friday: Potluck and meeting - The Woodsworth-Irvine Society invites you to participate in their annual potluck, Annual General Meeting, presentation and social. We hope many of you will be able to come at six (6pm) and bring something simple to eat with enough to share.  The AGM will start at 7.p.m. SHARP   There will be a brief Report on the year’s activities, and a Treasurer’s Report.   There will also be an election of Executive Officers. PLEASE consider nominating or being nominated.  “EVERYDAY LOW PRICES: The Wal-Mart Model for Local & Global Poverty” Does Wal-Mart optimize trends in the global economy which lead to increased poverty in both North America and the Global South?  This talk will examine the impact Wal-Mart has on communities and on the public interest by speaker: FIONA CAVANAGH who is the Education Coordinator for Change for Children, an Edmonton based Non Governmental Organization working on development projects in Latin America and Africa as well as global and education initiatives in Canada.  She is currently completing her Master’s degree in Education Policy Studies.  She is a committed Social Activist and former participant in Canada World Youth. Questions and Discussion, followed by: “CULTURE OF RESISTANCE:  Popular Participation and Participatory Democracy in South America” with PEDRO RODRIGUEZ dos los Santos (from Uruguay).   He is a former Canada World Youth Supervisor and has worked for twenty years in Community Development and Education with a focus on youth both in Uruguay and Canada.   General discussion.  Meeting adjourns at 10.
Location: CITY ARTS CENTRE - 10943 84th Avenue (enter from the south)

Cost: Free - Tea and Coffee will be supplied.
Contact: grannies@**Spam**interbaun.com
April 9th, Saturday @ 3:15 pm:  2nd BIODIESEL & SVO MEETING IN EDMONTON.  Sponsored by Thompson Valley Farms and  Earth's General Store.  We are looking for people who are interested in biodiesel and SVO (straight vegetable oil) as fuel - their benefits, making/buying them, learning and teaching ourselves and our communities. FEATURING: SVO specialist Ed Beggs of Neoteric Biofuels (www.biofuels.ca). RSVP if you can, or just show up!

             Location:  Strathcona Farmers' Market, 103 St. & 83 Ave., in the concession area. 

             Cost:  FREE

             Contact:  435-2393, lance@thompsonvalley.com; 444-4798, ixian@compusmart.ab.ca 

             Websites:  www.biofuels.ca (Neoteric Biofuels), www.thompsonvalley.com (Thompson Valley Farms)

April 9th, Saturday @ 11:00 am: Peaceful Presence at upcoming Anti Same Sex Marriage Rallies. Rallies have been scheduled to give homophobes opportunity to de-compensate in public as they oppose inclusive legislation that allows same sex couples to be included under the umbrella of marriage. Marriage is like a lifeboat for couples. We know that there are people today who be only too happy to push us out of any life boat, just as they were allowed to do in the good old days. But the Charter won't allow that, so they displace their fury as they rage against marriage, judges, the Charter, the government and the gay cabal that is planning to take over the world. (Being Jewish, this reminds me of something I've heard before...KH). There is another one planned for Sunday May 1 at 3:00 PM at Millwoods Town Centre Park.

Our peaceful presence alone will suffice to give our cause a human face. I ask you to attend, to be seen, to be counted as a human being. Let us bear witness to the inhumane antics of homophobes. And let us maintain our dignity.

Location:  Alberta Legislature
             Cost:  FREE

April 9th, Saturday @ 5:00 am: 2nd Willmore Wilderness Annual Fundraiser. Spring is upon us and the rivers are open and running. We're all thinking about getting our gear and horses ready for this year's trips into the magnificent Rocky Mountains.  Before we head out we are hosting another Willmore Wilderness Foundation Fundraiser. Our live & silent auctions have everything from a buffalo hunt; to exciting guided vacation packages in the Rockies; to traditional handcrafted artifacts by several Rocky Mountain Cree Artists; to unique Willmore Wilderness accommodation opportunities. This year we are featuring two live & two silent auction paintings by Robert (Bob) Guest.  Robert Guest's artwork has been formally given to Premier Klein and Queen Elizabeth and his works are collector's items. We are also auctioning off the 1st Willmore Wilderness Foundation custom made saddle by Jason McKenzie.

             Location:  Coast Terrace Inn
Cost:  $40.00 – includes banquet, live & silent auction, displays, a Willmore Wilderness PowerPoint presentation and more
             Contact:  780-487-5215 or 1-866-WILMORE
             Websites: www.WillmoreWilderness.com
April 10th, Sunday @ 5:30 pm:  Vegetarians of Alberta Monthly Potluck 
5.30 pm - Dinner, please bring a vegan or vegetarian dish for at least 6 (preferably with a recipe)
6.30 pm - Guest Speaker this month is Vikky Russell of BALANCED WELLNESS will talk on nutrition

Location:  Riverdale community Hall, 9231 - 100 Avenue (near the new Brickyard development)

             Cost:  Members $2, Non-Members $3

             Contact:  988-2713 

             Websites: http://www.planet.eon.net/~voa/
April 13th, Wednesday @ 7:00 – 9:00: Backyard Composting & Composting Workshop. Here’s your chance to learn how to begin backyard composting. Discover how simple it is! Participants will explore different composting principles behind composting, how to solve common problems and how to use finished compost. A tour of the compost education centre will be included.

Location: John Janzen Backyard Composting Education Centre (west of Quesnel bridge and Fox drive – right beside Fort Edmonton) 

Cost: Free but you have an opportunity to purchase a composter for $30 and/or a composter aerator for $10.00 (this offer is only for participants that are residents of Edmonton)

Contact: 496-2925
April 13th, Wednesday @ 7:00 – 9:00: One-Tonne Challenge Climate Change Speaker Series. The topic for this evening is Alternative Transportation. This spring, get out of your car and discover the many alternative transportation options available in our city. Sponsored by Climate Change Central and Mountain Equipment Co-op.

Location: Mountain Equipment Co-op, 12328-102nd Avenue

Cost: FREE – advanced reservations are required

Contact: Member Service Desk in person or by calling 488-6614

Website: www.climatechange.gc.ca.
NOTE – DATE CHANGE
April 20th, Thursday @ 6:30pm (doors): The latest presenter of the Revolutionary Speakers Series is award-winning writer, actor and director Morgan Spurlock. Most recently, Spurlock was honoured with the Best Director award in Documentary Competition at the 2004 Sundance Film Festival. His film, Super Size Me, wowed audiences and critics alike. Super Size Me’s exploration of the obesity epidemic that plagues America today is the Bowling for Columbine for fast food. As well as documenting his own burger-fueled bulk-up, Spurlock travels to 20 cities across America, interviewing people on the street, health experts and a lobbyist for the fast-food industry. 

Location: Horowitz Theatre, University of Alberta (SUB building)

Cost: Advance - Students $15 and Public $20. Door – add $2 each.

Contact: (492-2048) SUB info booths, Blackbyrd and Ticketmaster (www.ticketmaster.ca or 451-8000)
Website: www.revolutionaryspeakers.com  and http://www.supersizeme.com 


April 19th to May 7th: Invitation to enrol in 2005 Master Composter/Recycler Volunteer Course.
Once again, the City of Edmonton Waste Management Branch is a recruiting volunteer for our Master Composter/Recycler Program.  This will be the 15th class to learn about residential recycling, home composting, and household hazardous waste management through lectures, tours, demonstrations and hands-on experiences.  Volunteers become resource people who provide hands-on advice in their communities.  Master Composters are an important part of the City's outreach efforts to foster sustainable waste management practices. The next training course will be conducted from April 19th to May 7th, just in time for the growing season.  (This involves 3 Saturdays, and 6 evening sessions).  The deadline for registration is March 30th. For additional information, please call Karen Lewis-Caron at 496-5991, or the Waste Hotline at 496-5678.
April 20th, Wednesday @ 7:00 – 8:30pm:  Council of Canadians (CoC) Edmonton Chapter monthly meeting. CoC has become one of Canada’s premier groups working on a wide variety of issues – water, sovereignty, international trade, justice, democracy, etc.

Location: Grandin Green Building (9708-110th Street). When you enter the building buzz the "green room", first button on buzzer pad. When you enter elevator push PH (pent house). 

Cost: Free
Contact: 429-4500 ask for Sherry
April 20th, Wednesday @ 6:30pm (doors): The latest presenter of the Revolutionary Speakers Series is award-winning writer, actor and director Morgan Spurlock. Most recently, Spurlock was honoured with the Best Director award in Documentary Competition at the 2004 Sundance Film Festival. His film, Super Size Me, wowed audiences and critics alike. Super Size Me’s exploration of the obesity epidemic that plagues America today is the Bowling for Columbine for fast food. As well as documenting his own burger-fuelled bulk-up, Spurlock travels to 20 cities across America, interviewing people on the street, health experts and a lobbyist for the fast-food industry. 

Location: Horowitz Theatre, University of Alberta (SUB building)

Cost: Advance - Students $15 and Public $20. Door – add $2 each.

Contact: (492-2048) SUB info booths, Blackbyrd and Ticketmaster (www.ticketmaster.ca or 451-8000)
Website: www.revolutionaryspeakers.com  and http://www.supersizeme.com 

April 20th, Wednesday @ 7:00 – 9:00: Backyard Composting & Composting Workshop. Here’s your chance to learn how to begin backyard composting. Discover how simple it is! Participants will explore different composting principles behind composting, how to solve common problems and how to use finished compost. A tour of the compost education centre will be included.

Location: John Janzen Backyard Composting Education Centre (west of Quesnel bridge and Fox drive – right beside Fort Edmonton) 

Cost: Free but you have an opportunity to purchase a composter for $30 and/or a composter aerator for $10.00 (this offer is only for participants that are residents of Edmonton)

Contact: 496-2925
April 22nd Earth Day: check out www.earthday.ca. See April 24th listing for the activities that are happening in Edmonton. 

April 22nd, Friday @ TBA: Presentation by Doctor Jim Byrne including clips from his video, Earth Under Fire. Sponsored by Council of Canadians - Edmonton Chapter

Contact: 429-4500
April 23rd, Saturday @ 10:00am – 1:00 pm: Good Growing Edmonton Community Fair will have local experts and informative displays to help answers your questions about recycling yard waste, maintaining tree health, recognizing good and bad bugs, and harvesting rainwater. Pick up fun, free gardening stuff. Hourly presentations on Composting and grass cycling, Get your Lawn off Drugs, Brewed Compost Tea, Alternatives to Lawn, and Low Maintenance Plants.

Location: Northgate Lion’s Senior Citizen’s Recreation Centre @ 7524-113 Street

Cost: Free

Contact: 496-4999 Good Growing Edmonton Fairs
Website: www.edmonton.ca/pest 
April 24th, Sunday @ 12:00 – 6:00pm: Edmonton’s 16th Annual Earth Day Festival. On this day environmental, peace, human and animal rights organizations as well as environmentally friendly businesses gather together to educate and inspire festival visitors. Top class live entertainment, keynote speakers, activities for the children and body-friendly food fair round out the festival.

Location: Hawrelak Park (formerly Mayfair Park)

Cost: Free

April 27th, Wednesday @ 7:00 – 9:00: Backyard Composting & Composting Workshop. Here’s your chance to learn how to begin backyard composting. Discover how simple it is! Participants will explore different composting principles behind composting, how to solve common problems and how to use finished compost. A tour of the compost education centre will be included.

Location: John Janzen Backyard Composting Education Centre (west of Quesnel bridge and Fox drive – right beside Fort Edmonton) 

Cost: Free but you have an opportunity to purchase a composter for $30 and/or a composter aerator for $10.00 (this offer is only for participants that are residents of Edmonton)

Contact: 496-2925
April 30th , Saturday - May 1st, Sunday: Friends of Medicare presents Weighing the Evidence:  International Experience with Health Care Reform conference. This conference will feature health policy experts from Europe, Australia, the United States and Canada. The Alberta government plans to craft its latest push for commercialization in health care based on ideas presented at an "international symposium" coming up in May. But there is strong international evidence showing that experiments in privatization have been failures wherever they've been tried -- and that public health care remains the best alternative. Friends of Medicare is organizing its own conference to highlight the lessons learned from public and private health care in other countries.

Location: MacEwan Hall  - University of Calgary Campus

Cost: $70 per person; $35 for seniors/students; $25 for Saturday evening banquet. 

Registration deadline: April 22, 2005
Contact: 423-4581
Website: http://www.weighingtheevidence.ca



 
ACTION

Canadian Seafood Boycott

Canadian fishers conduct the largest, cruellest marine mammal slaughter in the world. They are responsible for killing over 300,000 baby seals every year. Thousands are skinned while they are still alive. Most Canadians are against the commercial harp seal hunt. Several groups are calling for a boycott of Canadian produced seafood to send a message that you are not supporting this industry. [Try not to purchase any seafood for the next couple of weeks because if you purchase products from other countries it sends some of our Canadian dollars offshore and the environmental cost of shipping from other countries is quite substantial – Michael].

Visit www.BoycottCanadianSeafood.net for more information or locally Voices for Animals www.v4a.org 

Call Prime Minister Paul Martin at 1-866-599-4999 or email him at pm@pm.gc.ca 


No Sweat Sneakers and Blackspot Sneakers
Earth’s General Store is proud to be the first store in Canada to carry both these sweatshop free sneakers. These union made shoes ensure that the workers are paid an equitable wage and under healthier work conditions. Come on in and check them out. Visit www.adbusters.org and http://www.nosweatapparel.com/index.html for more information about how these shoes are challenging the status quo and winning. These shoes compliment our extensive line of Fair Trade coffee, tea, sugar, chocolate bars, and hot cocoa (the dark hot chocolate has been very well received by chocolate lovers) as well as out American Apparel clothes (www.americanapparel.net). As you may have noticed an American Apparel store has opened on the next block. When you wish to purchase AA clothes please check us out as well – you will be supporting a local independent business, be getting the same great clothes, and you will save money.  


Beyond Factory Farming Coalition
The Beyond Factory Farming Coalition's mission is to promote livestock production that supports food sovereignty, ecological, human and animal health, as well as sustainability and community viability and informed citizen/consumer choice. 



Tell Your MP to vote NO to Bill C-27!

The Coalition includes local, provincial and national groups that are active in all areas of concern. By our communication, support and solidarity we form a common front to stop the province by province expansion of factory farming.




You can be part of the solution by buying local non-factory farmed meat, dairy and eggs! Check the Eat Well Guide at www.eatwellguide.org for sources near you.


For more information, please contact: 

Cathy Holtslander, Project Organizer 
The Council of Canadians 
Beyond Factory Farming Coalition 
501-230 22nd Street East 
Saskatoon, SK S7K 0E9 

Phone: (306) 955-6454 or 
Toll free at 1-877-955-6454 
Fax: (306) 955-6455 
E-mail: choltslander@canadians.org
Website: www.beyondfactoryfarming.org 

Island Spirit Rising

Late last year, over 4,000 RAN supporters backed the Haida Nation in its legal battle against Weyerhaeuser over the future of the islands of Haida Gwaii, B.C.

This week, after over 18 months of negotiations and a string of broken promises from Weyerhaeuser, the controversy has reached a boiling point. Hundreds of Island residents have begun "Islands Spirit Rising"-- effectively shutting down all logging by Weyerhaeuser on the islands to demand a say in the future of their home. They are asking for our support.

Click here to lean more, to sound off or to get involved in the Islands Spirit Rising. 

The message is clear "enough is enough". According to a statement issued by the Islands Spirit Rising, " Weyerhaeuser has shown no respect for the land, the culture, or the people who have worked for them. Weyerhaeuser has also shown no respect for its own word. In commitments made to the [Council of the Haida Nation], the communities and the people who work for them, five of the six commitments [made by the company] have been violated. Now the company is poised to sell its interests and in its final hours is attempting to strip all that it can from this land."

Tell Weyerhaeuser CEO Steve Rogel that enough is enough by clicking here . 

HOWA,

--The RAN Old Growth Team

Check out www.spruceroots.org and www.ran.org for more information.

Take ACTION to Conserve Nature

Please visit http://www.davidsuzuki.org/WOL/Challenge/ 

The David Suzuki Foundation has researched the 10 most effective ways we can help conserve nature and improve our quality of life.
1. Reduce home energy use by 10% 

2. Choose an energy-efficient home & appliances 

3. Don't use pesticides 

4. Eat meat-free meals one day a week 

5. Buy locally grown and produced food 

6. Choose a fuel-efficient vehicle 

7. Walk, bike, carpool or take transit 

8. Choose a home close to work or school 

9. Support alternative transportation 

10. Learn more and share with others

The Challenge is to pick at least three steps and sign up by clicking the button below. It's an easy and effective way to make a difference.

Already doing these 10 steps? Great! But we still need you to sign up and join thousands of people who are making a commitment to a better future. Let's send a powerful message to our leaders that we want a clean, healthy Canada.

 

Please consider signing up under Earths General Store.
 
Please take a moment to view this 2-minute film from the American friends service committee (Quakers) that is a companion piece to their  "eyes wide open" exhibition currently touring the U.S.  There are also links on the site to their petition to bring their troops home--as well as info on how to obtain a "wage peace" bracelet (Earth's General Store has ordered 100 of these to be used as a fundraiser for ECAWAR – www.ecawar.org ). 

Click here to watch the movie [2 min]:  http://ga3.org/ct/y1_-aU118m29/wagepeace/

Pick a Passion Day
To Whom it May Concern,
I am a social worker in the town of Bowden, where we are planning a youth event entitled Pick A Passion Day.  The purpose of the event is to stimulate interest in social action, social justice and social welfare concerns in our area, our province our country and on our planet.
The date of the event is May 18.  If you or someone in your organization is interested in presenting at our event please contact the writer at 403-224-2264.  Thank you in advance for your consideration. 
Sincerely
Tera Dahl

WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO CANADIAN DEMOCRACY IN 2005? VERY POSSIBLY, A NEW BEGINNING!

Dear Friends:

You are among the thousands who have signed the Fair Vote Canada online petition www.fairvote.ca calling for a national referendum on proportional representation. Your support is appreciated, but we need more help, right now. 

Fair Vote Canada (FVC) has been in the forefront of the fight for voting reform and proportional representation since 2001. We are bringing together Canadians from all regions, all points on the political spectrum, and supporters of all parties. FVC chapters and volunteers across the country have done a remarkable job, with limited resources, advancing our campaign. The pay-off has been tremendous, but we need more support. 

Can you join us and make a donation today at www.fairvote.ca? Membership is only $10. 

The next year may well prove to be the turning point in the fight for a new Canadian democracy.

Another Electoral Disaster

The June 2004 federal election was another electoral travesty, thanks to our first-past-the-post voting system. Nearly seven million voters cast wasted votes. Supporters of all parties were victims. A half million Green voters elected no one. NDP voters should have elected nearly three times as many MPs as they did. Liberals in the west and Conservatives in the east fared no better. Canada’s voting system is ludicrous! 

Exciting Provincial Developments

But we can see light at the end of the tunnel.

On May 17, British Columbians will become the first Canadians to vote in a referendum to scrap first-past-the-post voting and adopt a new proportional voting system (BC-STV). In November, Prince Edward Island is expected to have a referendum on a mixed proportional voting system. Ontarians will vote in a referendum no later than 2007 and New Brunswick may hold a referendum in the next two years. The Quebec government has already tabled draft legislation for a mixed proportional system. (For a copy of the FVC assessment of the proposed provincial voting systems, contact us at info@fairvotecanada.org.)

We Need Your Support Today!

Please join Fair Vote Canada today at www.fairvote.ca on the secure "Join Us" page. If you can, please add a donation to help build our campaign. You can also print and mail, or fax, the membership/donation form, if you prefer.

Together, we can win the fight for a fair, more proportional, voting system and begin rebuilding Canada’s political system for the better. Thanks for your ongoing support!
Wayne Smith 
President 
Fair Vote Canada

PS Every dollar and every membership counts! Please go to www.fairvote.ca and join today!

Doctor Henry Morgentaler


The University of Western Ontario has decided to give Dr. Henry Morgentaler an honorary Doctor of Laws degree on June 16.  Unfortunately, the university has been getting a large amount of anti-choice mail protesting
 this decision and slandering Dr. Morgentaler. In contrast, there has been next to no pro-choice mail in support, so far. Dr. Morgentaler is a hero to Canadian women for securing the right to choose abortion in 1988, in the
 Supreme Court Morgentaler decision that threw out Canada's abortion law. 
 
Could you possibly help with a short, affirming e-mail to the administrators at the university? Below are the names and e-mail addresses of the President of the University and the Chair of the Board of Governors. It is really important that as many people as possible write to these administrators praising the decision to confer the law degree on Dr. Morgentaler as soon as possible. The anti's are holding a vigil on Wednesday at 2pm.  And could you pass this message on to other Canadians who would be willing to take a few moments to send a note of praise? 
Thank you so much for your support!
 
      Dr. Paul Davenport, President, UWO
      pdavenpo@uwo.ca
 
      Don McDougall, Chair of Board of Govenors
      c/o Jan VanFleet, University Secretary
          vanfleet@uwo.ca

Employment

The Edmonton Community Foundation

ECF is looking for a Scholarship Administrative Assistant, which is a permanent full time position.
Closing Date - Wednesday April 6th 2005 

Contact: Katherine Bell – kbell@ecfoundation.org 
Website: www.ecfoundation.org 


The Alberta Public Interest Research Group (APIRG) is seeking a Financial Coordinator. 
APIRG supports student research, education and action initiatives on a wide variety of environmental and social justice issues.
See http://www.apirg.org/ or call the APIRG office at 780-492-0614 for more information.

Start Date: May 2, 2005
Position is 10 hrs/wk.
Term of position: Regular continuing position, with 3 months probation
This position is responsible to the volunteer Board of Directors of the APIRG and will be supervised by the Board.
This position is covered under the terms of the collective agreement between APIRG and the Non-Academic Staff Association (NASA).
Salary:  Starting salary is $16.00 per hour and rises to $17.50 upon successful completion of probation (subject to negotiated increase). The position includes a health benefits package.
Hours of Employment: Flexible daytime hours (preferably between 9 am and 5 pm, Monday to Friday). Occasional evening and weekend shifts will be required. The schedule will be negotiated with the successful candidate.


MEC is Hiring!
Get your résumé in for our spring hiring round! Interviews will be in April, with training taking place in early May. We're looking for cyclists, paddlers and climbers, but anyone with a passion for the outdoor lifestyle is welcome to apply.

Mountain Equipment Co-op
12328-102 Avenue
Edmonton, AB T5N 0L9
Phone: 780.488.6614

www.mec.ca/edmonton

Information

Fundraising?

The Edmonton Journal is now offering free space for organisations that are doing a fundraising event. You will need to submit the date and time, nature of the activity and phone number for public contact by Tuesday proior to the publication date. Events can be publicized for two weeks. Email your information to goodworks@thejournal.canwest.com, fax it to 429-5500 or mail it to Good Works, The Journal, Box 2421, Edmonton, AB T5J 2S6. 

Please consider using this free service to promote your event.


Experts Warn Ecosystem Changes Will Continue to Worsen, Putting Global Development Goals At Risk

Wednesday, March 30, 2005 | London, UNITED KINGDOM

A landmark study released today reveals that approximately 60 percent of the ecosystem services that support life on Earth – such as fresh water, capture fisheries, air and water regulation, and the regulation of regional climate, natural hazards and pests – are being degraded or used unsustainably. Scientists warn that the harmful consequences of this degradation could grow significantly worse in the next 50 years. 

Any progress achieved in addressing the goals of poverty and hunger eradication, improved health, and environmental protection is unlikely to be sustained if most of the ecosystem services on which humanity relies continue to be degraded,” said the study, Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MA) Synthesis Report, conducted by 1,300 experts from 95 countries. It specifically states that the ongoing degradation of ecosystem services is a road block to the Millennium Development Goals agreed to by the world leaders at the United Nations in 2000. 

Although evidence remains incomplete, there is enough for the experts to warn that the ongoing degradation of 15 of the 24 ecosystem services examined is increasing the likelihood of potentially abrupt changes that will seriously affect human well-being. This includes the emergence of new diseases, sudden changes in water quality, creation of “dead zones” along the coasts, the collapse of fisheries, and shifts in regional climate.

http://www.millenniumassessment.org/en/Products.Synthesis.aspx
Read more

An Article on Bottled Water (thanks Iva)
I'm admiring the peaks while motoring through Banff National Park when I notice a large delivery truck pulling into the village of Lake Louise, its cargo apparently a leading brand of bottled water. Now there's a peak for you -- the peak of ridiculousness. 

As everyone knows, the vendors of bottled water invariably flog their products using idyllic imagery of springs, mountains and glaciers -- the sort of features that surround Lake Louise like few places on earth. So why would a visitor there be moved to purchase a plastic bottle of some undoubtedly inferior substance trucked halfway across the continent, or even the globe? 

When it comes to tap water, I don't think you could find a better pedigree than that which flows through Lake Louise village. It's the Bow River, of course, just a few days removed from Bow Lake, and, beyond that, the mighty ice-blue Bow Glacier. 

Though unfashionably unbranded, its pristine goodness spills from taps at roughly 1/1,000th the price of bottled water. 

And it does in Calgary, too, from the same exalted source. (Our other water-bearer is the Elbow River, no slouch itself with regard to postcard-perfect origins.) 

So why do Calgarians seem just as eager as the rest of the world to embrace packaged water, a trend that has been increasing worldwide by seven per cent every year, with no sign of abating. 

Bottled water threatens the environment on many levels. According to UNESCO, 1.5 million tonnes of plastic are used to bottle water each year, most of which winds up in landfill, at best, or floating in ditches and oceans for decades. 

Then there are the needless truck emissions during transport, plus the depletion of important regional aquifers by industrial bottlers. (If you're lucky, it's well water. An alarming amount of so-called premium water is simply filtered tap water from another city.) 

But it is the political dimension of relying on bottled water that I find most disturbing. 

To put it simply: if a critical mass of the population abandons tap water for the packaged variety, the public will to maintain clean drinking water in the traditional sense will simply wither away. 

Like all too many places on earth, when the water is only fit for mopping the floor and flushing the toilet, what goes into it upstream ceases to be all that important. 

Occasionally, I hear Calgarians complaining about the taste of our tap water. 

To me, this is equivalent to those who say they hate Molson Canadian but love Labatt's Blue. It's all in your mind. Granted, there is sometimes a detectable chlorine taste in our water, but that is easily defeated by an inexpensive charcoal filter. 

If one were to put various waters out for a blind tasting, I submit that most of us wouldn't be able to distinguish Evian from Glenmore Reservoir No. 1. 

Nevertheless, the thin edge of the wedge has already begun to protrude. At high-end restaurants, for example, ordering water often gets you a bottled brand, a European one at that. If you specify tap water, the waiter treats you in an even-greater condescending fashion. 

Recently, the baseless fear of water has also invaded golf courses. Where they once offered water coolers every few holes, many courses have stopped the practice, citing bacterial threats. 

So instead, when you pay your greens fee, the good golf pro gives you a "free" 250 millilitres plastic bottle of water, surely enough to see you through five hours of reckless slashing in the hot sun. 

As UNESCO has stated, "Bottled waters should not be considered a sustainable alternative to tap water. Clean water is a basic right. Protecting our rivers, streams and wetlands will help ensure that tap water remains a public service which delivers good quality drinking water for everyone at a fair price." 

Well, duh. The next time you eyeball that pallet of Lucre Springs down at the Costco, think again. Kevin Brooker is a Calgary writer. Source: The Calgary Herald
 
Please send me any events that you think should be listed in the Activist Agenda. All items to be listed in Our Voice Magazine need to be in before the middle of the preceding month – i.e. April 15th for the May issue. Thank you – Michael egs@interbaun.com 
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