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Source Water Protection – Statement of Opportunity 

 

1. Background on the issue and why it is important 

Source water protection in general, is about protecting surface water and groundwater for future 

use.  It is used to control or minimize the potential for introduction of chemicals or contaminants in 

source waters, including water used as a source of drinking water. Source water protection is really 

the equivalent of, or at least a component of watershed management plans that usually focus on 

general water quality. Source water protection planning plays an important role in controlling and 

mitigating contaminants in all watersheds across the province.  The need for enhanced source 

water protection was raised by the public and stakeholders as an important issue related to water 

management and drinking water/waste water in the Government of Alberta led Water 

Conversation, held during the winter and early spring of 2013.  

Currently, there are a number of regulations, policies, and strategies that, together, provide an 

informal source water protection management framework for the province. However, there is a 

need for place-based source water protection plans that address the unique risks and desired 

outcomes of diverse watersheds and basins across the province.  

Alberta’s Watershed Planning and Advisory Councils (WPACs) offer one possible conduit for 

development and implementation of place-based source water protection plans.  To date, WPAC 

involvement in source water protection planning has been ad hoc. While some WPACs have 

included source protection as part of their watershed management plans, this has not been 

consistently applied across the province.  

Moving forward, ESRD will develop guidance and other tools to support source water protection 

planning. To kick-start this process, two steps are envisioned: 

1. A facilitated multi-stakeholder symposium or conference on source water protection 

planning to explore, develop, and validate the goals, processes, and parameters that 

are appropriate.  

This symposium (or conference) would bring together a diverse range of stakeholders with 

interest or responsibility in source water protection to share information and work 

collaboratively to: 

 Further define the concept of source water protection at various place-based scales 

(eg. at the facility-level, at the watershed level, and at a regional level) 

 Further define the rationale for place-based source protection plans;  

 Consider and validate the role of WPACs and other stakeholders in development and 

management of source protection plans;  

 Consider and communicate the desired content of provincial guidance and support 

that is needed to support source water protection planning; and 
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 Provide input regarding the envisioned process for a) developing provincial 

guidance on source water protection planning and b) place-based source water 

protection planning. 

The proceedings would be documented and provided back to ESRD to inform the 

development of place-based source water protection planning guidance. 

and 

2. A multi-stakeholder assessment of the provincial-level risks related to source water 

protection.  

This exercise, which could be completed in preparation for step one, would bring together a 

diverse range of stakeholders with interest or responsibility in source water protection to 

conduct a provincial source water protection risk assessment. The results would include a 

list of the environmental and human health risks associated with source water protection, 

with supporting information to identify risk severity and rationale. The risk assessment 

findings would be provided to ESRD to inform the business case for source water protection 

plans. 

 

2. Why it is appropriate for the Council to work on this issue 

Given the Council’s established history and role as an objective multi-stakeholder forum, their 

connection to the community, and given the fit of source water protection planning with Water for 

Life, the proposed approach is an appropriate scope.   

As the Council works to achieve the outcomes of the Water for Life strategy, providing a forum for 

WPACs and other stakeholders to collaborate and share their experiences and knowledge would 

provide a valuable foundation for the future development of source protection plans.  

Enhancing source protection supports the Water for Life goals of healthy aquatic ecosystems and 

safe, secure drinking water as these measures help to mitigate and manage contaminants in the 

watershed, and in doing so, ensure an acceptable range of water quality so as to not overly stress 

water treatment plants.  

 

3. How the issue aligns with the Council’s core business, goals, and mission and with the 

GoA priorities for implementing Water for Life 

The Council would hold a multi-stakeholder forum to share expertise and sector knowledge specific 

to source water protection planning. This supports the Council’s core business goal of “[providing] 

a forum for discussion and resolution of water issues” and goal 3, “Alberta Water Council has an 

effective process for sectors to discuss and resolve water management issues” from the Council’s 

2010-2013 goals. Enhanced and improved source water protection planning supports the first two 

goals of Water for Life and the implementation of those goals. 
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4. The expected benefits of the Council’s involvement in the issue 

Building on the Council’s leadership in providing an objective forum for diverse stakeholders to 

work collaboratively to address water issues, it is expected that the steps outlined above would 

benefit from the environment and oversight provided by the Council. Engaging a wide range of 

stakeholders through this proven forum would help ensure that the results from the above two 

steps would be informed by a wide range of interests, leading to a more relevant process in the 

short term and ultimately to greater implementation readiness and uptake once source protection 

planning guidance is available. 

 

5. Evidence of a client and potential funding sources 

The client is the Government of Alberta. Results would directly inform the development of source 

water protection guidance from the province to place-based stakeholders; particularly WPACs.  

No funding has been allocated currently by the GOA.  

 

6. Potential stakeholders who would be involved in developing terms of reference for the 

project

Key players would be: 

 Various GoA departments (ESRD, Health, Agriculture, Energy) 

 Watershed Planning and Advisory Councils (WPACs) 

 Watershed Stewardship Groups (WSGs) 

 Municipalities (Large Urban, small urban, and rural)  

 Monitoring Agency 

 Relevant NGOs  

 Water utilities 

 Irrigation Districts 

 Agriculture Associations 

 Other Relevant Industry 

 

7. How timeliness of response would affect the issue 

Source water protection is not an event and efforts for enhancements are always underway. 

Consequently there is no specific time-frame for the steps outlined above. However, source water 

protection is an essential, if not critical part of watershed management planning and the earlier 

WPACs are engaged to support this effort the earlier the benefits can be realized. It is expected that 

stakeholders can meet, share experiences, and build a common understanding by June 2015. 


